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Cal Poly Arts Brings Writer Dave Eggers to Campus April 21 
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- The New York Times called author Dave Eggers “…a staggeringly talented new writer.” 
In 2001, Dave Eggers was a finalist for the 2001 Pulitzer Prize for his best-selling, critically-acclaimed book, “A 
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius.” 
On Thursday, April 21, 2005 at 8 p.m. in the Spanos Theatre, Dave Eggers will read from recent work and share 
his experiences as a literary iconoclast during a free-wheeling audience Q&A. 
Cal Poly Arts presents the celebrated author, whose most recent work is the diverse collection of stories, “How 
We Are Hungry." 
“A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius” received the New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice award 
as well as “Best Book of the Year” by the Los Angeles Times, San Francisco Chronicle, Washington Post, and 
Time magazine. 
But after the success of “A Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius,” Eggers stirred up the literary scene by 
firing his agent, opening a free writing lab for children, and venturing into online self-publishing. 
In 1998, he founded McSweeney's, an independent publishing house located in San Francisco that publishes 
books, a quarterly literary journal (“The Believer”), and a daily humor website (www.mcsweeneys.net) 
In 2002, Eggers opened 826 Valencia, a writing lab for young people located in the Mission District of San 
Francisco, where he teaches writing to high-school students and runs a summer publishing camp. He also founded 
826NYC in Brooklyn. 
With the help of his workshop students, Eggers edits a collection of fiction, essays, and journalism called “The 
Best American Nonrequired Reading.” 
His fiction has appeared in Zoetrope, Punk Planet, and The New Yorker. He has recently written introductions to 
new editions of books by Edward Wallant, John Cheever, and Mark Twain. 
Eggers is currently working on the biography of Valentino Ashak Deng, a refugee from the Sudan now living in 
Atlanta. Excerpts from this book have appeared in “The Believer.” 
In addition, a serial novel about electoral politics is currently appearing online at Salon.com. 
He writes regularly about art and music for magazines, including Frieze, Blind Spot, Parkett, and Spin. His graphic 
design work has been featured in many periodicals, including “Print and Eye” and in annuals such as “Area: 100 
Graphic Designers” and “Reinventing the Wheel.” 
In 2003, his designs for McSweeney's were featured in the National Design Triennial at the Cooper-Hewitt 
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National Design Museum and in the California Design Biennial. Eggers’ numerous literary awards include the 2003 
Independent Book Award for “You Shall Know Our Velocity!” 
On April 21, there will also be a WriterSpeak event featuring a reading and Q&A with the author, beginning at noon 
in the Spanos Theatre. This event is free and open to the public. 
The WriterSpeak noon event is presented as part of the College Of Liberal Arts Lyceum Lecture Series and is 
sponsored by Cal Poly Arts. 
Tickets for the performance are $22 & $28, with student discounts available, and may be purchased at the 
Performing Arts Ticket Office, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. To order by phone, 
call 805/756-2787; to order by fax: 805/756-6088. Order on-line at www.pacslo.org. 
The evening show is sponsored by Cal Poly College of Liberal Arts and is supported in part by funds from the 
California State Lottery. 
For audio and video samples of Cal Poly Arts events, visit www.calpolyarts.org. 
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